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Announcing SmileÕs 2005/06 Season

Girl Crazy
By Daniel MacDonell. The comic adventures of the
unlikely duo, ÒUptownÓ Tom & ÒDowntownÓ Jerry and
their attempts to win the affections of the perfect girl.
August 22 to October 29, 2005.

Through the Gable Window
By Hank Stinson. The writings of Lucy Maude
Montgomery intertwined with original songs by the
celebrated P.E. Islander, Hank Stinson. After its Ontario
run, this enchanting show will tour to Charlottetown
and area. October 10 to December 24, 2005.

Good Morning Cottage Country!
By Seana Lee Wood. Edna Sharp broadcasts live from
the studios of the BBC (the Bracebridge Broadcasting
Corporation, that is!) January16 to March 25, 2006.

Popcorn Princess
By Tom Kneebone. A return of this audience favorite,
a movie star musical about the life and career of
Deanna Durbin. March 6 to May 13, 2006.

How to Get Rid of a Monster
By Vincent deTourdonnet, music by Jane Miller.
A side-splitting original musical based on the Chekhov
short play, ÒThe BearÓ. April 10 to June 17, 2006.

And ÒSmile PresentsÓ
the following concert and variety shows:
A Smile & A Song Ð Sandra Margolese sings a feel-good
concert of tunes with ÒSmilingÓ lyrics.

Hocus Pocus Ð This thrilling magic show by Julie Eng
returns, in partnership with Magicana.

Into The Parlour Ð Irish songs and anecdotes with
The McKenna Boys.

Showstoppers Ð SmileÕs original concert show is back
by popular demand.

Moonlight Serenade Ð a feast of memorable melodies
from the 20Õs, 30Õs and 40Õs featuring Jill Diane Filion.

Post-Performance Quotes
ÒAll the residents loved the performance. They had a
great time.Ó Ð Luisa Romero (The Edinburgh, Ottawa)

ÒWhat a wonderful way for seniors to have the opportu-
nity to see live theatre and then to talk to the performers
afterwards. I am so happy to see that Smile Theatre is
carrying on its reputation of excellence in spite of the
loss of Tom Kneebone. Keep up the good work!Ó
Ð Lois Scott
(Community Care East York Senior Centre, Toronto)

ÒAs always the show was a great hit!Ó
Ð Susan Belfontaine (Sisters of St. Joseph, Toronto)

Why Smile Theatre needs
YOUR support more than ever!
● Seniors are the fastest growing population group in

Canada.

● By 2021 there will be almost 7 million seniors, who
will represent 19% of the total population.

● Ontario alone is home to 40% of CanadaÕs seniors.

● 75% of seniors live in a metropolitan or urban area.

How Smile Theatre is reaching out
to potential donors!
● WeÕre introducing ourselves to as many corporations

and businesses as we can - asking them to consider
including Smile Theatre in their annual ÔgivingÕ
package.

● WeÕre sending proposals to a variety of Foundations
(national and regional) emphasizing the essential role
Smile Theatre plays in the lives of seniors.

● And weÕve got some exciting projects in the wings to
attract more donors.

● So stay tuned for more details in the months to come!

Bequests
One significant way to support Smile Theatre is to
include a donation in your will. If you would like more
information about how to include Smile Theatre in your
will please contact us at 416-599-8440 or
tcarson@smiletheatre.com
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Board of Directors members (L to R): Bob Johnstone,
Robin E. Boys, Harriet Stairs, Marion York, Jeff Kulbak
and Stuart Gilchrist.

Harriet Stairs, President
Seven years ago I was approached by Bob Johnstone and
asked to join the Board. He told me about the wonderful
things Smile Theatre accomplished and how it needed
help to continue. I thought I could make a difference, as I
was a senior executive of a bank at the time. Now, as
President of Smile, I am excited about our future, always
keeping in mind our fundamental purpose.

Janet C. Martin, Vice President
I have been a board member since 1996. My first Smile
experience was a fundraiser show about a dance hall in
Port Stanley Ontario. It just happened to be a place my
father had spent many evenings dancing the night away.
I knew immediately what this type of experience would
have meant to my father during his last decade in a nursing
home. I have been an enthusiastic supporter ever since.

Robin E. Boys, Past President
I have been a board member of Smile Theatre for six
years and served as president for three years. I am a
Chartered Accountant and Chartered Business Valuator
and am in private practice. I have served on boards in
both the profit and not-for-profit sectors, and I bring my
financial and business management experience as well
as my love of live theatre to Smile.

Terry Creighton, Director
I have spent most of my career in the health care industry
and am currently a Vice President with a pharmaceutical
company. I began with Smile after attending a dress
rehearsal in 2004 Ð and became hooked. It is the perfect
charitable organization bringing together the arts and
health care, and best of all Smile Theatre really makes a
difference in the lives of so many seniors.

Stuart Gilchrist , Director
It was a pleasant summer afternoon sitting in St. Marks
Church, Niagara on the Lake, that I enjoyed a rollicking
performance with an audience of seniors and persons of
limited physical ability. I cast my eyes over the audience
and saw a collage of faces in complete and joyful partici-
pation: an audience of Smiles! From that moment on my
enthusiasm and support for Smile Theatre became a
reality.

Bob Johnstone, Director
The years since I first became involved with Smile have
been eventful. I was not alone in having one big worry
in the back of my mind Ð What would Smile be without
Tom Kneebone, Mr. Smile, to write and direct, to amuse
and inspire us and our audiences? But now those
worries are behind us with Tom Carson and a strong
Board maintaining and building the wonderful Smile
tradition of service. Long may it continue!

Ann Kerwin, Director
Concurrent with my professional career as a high school
educator and administrator, I have been an active
community volunteer and organizer, Board member,
event planner and fundraiser in Toronto, Calgary and
London, England. I have joined the Smile team to contrib-
ute to a small, Ôhands onÕ organization working to add
fun and entertainment to the lives of our senior citizens.

Jeff Kulbak, Director
The decision to join the Board of Directors for Smile
Theatre was a culmination of my interest in theatre and
entertainment, and my wish to contribute to the lives of
our senior population. My professional background is in
the Canadian Film, Television Production and Distribu-
tion industry, fulfilling roles in the financial arena. They
say it is the small things that can make a big difference; as
Member of the Board of Smile Theatre, I am proud to be
a small part of such a thoughtful and valuable endeavor.

Marion York , Director
I have been associated with Smile Theatre as a volun-
teer for nearly 5 years and continue to share their goal
of offering the Smile experience to more seniors each
year. I am a strong supporter of the arts and am glad to
be part of the only charitable company in Ontario
bringing professional live theatre directly to seniors. My
involvement with Smile has been very rewarding and I
hope to continue offering my support in order to reach
and create more smiles for seniors, not only in the
province but also across the country.

Smile’s Dedicated Board of Directors
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60,000 Smiles
Smile has set itself an ambitious goal of reaching over
60,000 seniors a year within five years. This will help us
meet the needs of an ever-growing senior population.

Over the last several months, we have reviewed ways to
bring the Smile experience to more seniors. The new plan
honours SmileÕs thirty-five year history and tradition, built
on the hard work and passion of many supporters and
contributors. In particular, it pays homage to Tom
Kneebone and ensures his legacy will continue to grow.
In fact, it projects an estimated 620 performances by the
2008/09 season, almost doubling last seasonÕs number.

The plan preserves and improves artistic content, while
keeping costs in check; it is designed to ensure that the

maximum impact is generated by each dollar spent.

Smile will continue to develop and produce light-
hearted musical theatre that meets physical, emotional
and intellectual needs of our audience. We will con-
tinue to present professional entertainment that engages,
rejuvenates, rekindles imagination and encourages
positive transformations.

This strategic plan is an exciting step into the future. It
ensures Smile will continue to enrich the lives of seniors
and others in long term care through touring theatre.

Your continued support is essential. Help us make
60,000 seniors smile.

Behind the Scenes at Smile Theatre

~ A New Five Year Plan for Smile

Tom Carson,
General & Artistic Manager
Tom Carson is honored to hold
the position of General & Artistic
Manager for Smile Theatre. Over
the past fourteen years, Tom has
established himself as an active
and successful professional
theatre practitioner and adminis-
trator. TomÕs work has appeared

across Canada, and has been nominated for a number of
awards, including three times at TorontoÕs prestigious
Dora Awards. He is pleased to serve such a unique and
appreciative audience with the help of fantastic artists,
staff, board members, volunteers and supporters.

Debbie VanderBoom,
Administrative Associate
After graduating with a
Combined Honours degree in
Gerontology and Psychology
from McMaster University I
found myself in a state of
uncertainty. What path should
I go down next? While search-
ing for a job in the Ôreal worldÕ I was fortunate to find
Smile Theatre. The perfect opportunity to combine my
artistic talents as a professional tap dancer, with my
educational background. Now that I am part of Smile I
realize how important our efforts are for so many
seniors across Ontario. To be able to touch someoneÕs

life in such a meaningful way and know that each day
we are putting a smile on a new seniors face reminds
me why I am here.

Carol Jamieson, Fundraising Associate
The name, Smile Theatre, says it all! WeÕre being given
a wonderful opportunity to really make a difference in
seniorsÕ lives. IÕve only been here a short time but IÕm
impressed with how carefully Smile spends donor
dollars. It makes my job of promoting Smile a lot easier.
The organization is accountable and committed to
putting a Smile on every seniorÕs face across Ontario.

Warren MacDonald (of MacDonald Design),
Print Materials and Website Designer
As the graphic designer of the programs and signature
art for Smile shows I am pleased to be part of the team
that puts smiles on the faces of so many seniors. Bring-
ing theatre to those who can not get out to the theatre is
a great idea, and I feel that having a nicely designed
program helps to create an experience just like the
theatre experiences seniors used to have. SmileÕs
productions are upbeat and rooted in by-gone eras.
This allows me, as a
designer, to have fun
with styles, illustra-
tions and typefaces
from the past. It is a
rewarding challenge,
and one that puts a
smile on my face.
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Actors, Dwayne Evens and Steve Lendt, greet audience
members after their performance of SmileÕs Has Any-
body Here Seen Willy? at the Stittsville Retirement
Community. Photo courtesy of Margie, a SRC volunteer.

Susan Cuthbert (standing), who played Adele in SmileÕs
production Fred and Adele, visits with audience mem-
bers after a performance at the Belmont House.

A Senior Keeps on Smiling
A Special Profile of Barbara Newton, a Smile supporter and audience member.

The opportunity to remember and reminisce about life
experiences makes Smile performances unique. When
asked why she thinks Smile Theatre is so important to
seniors, she mentioned that the show provides one hour
of enjoyment in the day. It also provides seniors with a
social environment where they can talk with others, and
chat with the actors after the show Ð which she says is,
Òa really nice part of the experienceÓ. For Barbara,
Smile performances add a sense of enjoyment and a
way to diverge from day to day life. Having had to retire
early due to physical difficulties, she was finding that
each day she would ask herself, Òwhat do I do today?Ó
Smile Theatre has given her something to look forward
to, an hour of entertainment she may not otherwise
experience.

As a senior living alone with community support, Ms.
Newton remains independent and makes it a point to
get outside every day. ÒBeing retired is not easyÓ, she
said, Òbut having a company like Smile Theatre provid-
ing a musical walk down memory lane is something that
I can be excited about and continue to look forward to
for years to come.Ó

Ms. Barbara Newton has been a valued supporter of
Smile Theatre for the past six years. Her first encounter
with Smile was at the Riverdale Hospital where she saw
Stardust Circus. She recalls the actors with their hoops
and tricks, as well as Tom KneeboneÕs dog, Rosie,
running around adding some additional excitement.
She now attends the Smile shows at Yorkminster Park
Baptist Church.

At age 72, Ms. Newton considers theatre to be an
important part of her life and something she looks
forward to. The Smile productions she attends continue
to impress her: ÒThe actors are able to bring me into the
scene with just the change of a hat, and keep me
entertained with their beautiful singing. The most
important part of a Smile performance for me is that it
deals with things I remember when I was younger.Ó The
most recent show that Ms. Newton attended was
ÒHome for the HolidaysÓ about Canadian Army Show
entertainers who performed for our troops during World
War II. This show was very special to her. Even though
she was only a child during the war, she remembers the
feelings she had.
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A Smile Tour Through the Eyes of a Young Star

The touring experience in the Smile van had many twists
and turns Ð down dirt roads, highways, through remote
areas of Ontario as well as through snow and rain. She
and her acting partner, Michelle Piller, would rest in
between shows, watch the beauty of Ontario pass them
by, tell silly stories about life, and share funny, often
surprising moments about the performances.

Performing for seniors in various settings was truly
memorable for Rachel. She heard countless stories about
wartime, and beautiful true love stories, often over a cup
of tea and something delicious to eat after a perform-
ance. She loved seeing tears of joy out in the audience,
as the seniors listened to her sing the Òoh so familiar
tunesÓ; audience members often sang along and some

even rose from their seats
to dance with her when
the music moved them!

Rachel loved seeing the
seniors get so excited to
have a performance
brought to them. Their
appreciation and ener-
getic storytelling made
her realize how truly
important theatre can be.
Rachel also learned a bit
about the aging process
through the tour Ð that it
can be unpredictable and
at times challenging. She
heard a lot of wise words
following the perform-
ances, and a particular

Michelle Piller (left) and Rachel Fischer in SmileÕs
Home for the Holidays.

Rachel Fischer is a young
professional actress who
starred in Home for the
Holidays. Rachel heard
about the audition for the
show while rehearsing
another production, and
decided to try out. She was
cast in the role of Violet
Dewey. She anticipated the
Smile tour to be one of
wonderful challenges:
something she had never
experienced before, and an
opportunity to hear inspira-
tional stories and memories
from seniors that would
impact her life forever. She
was not disappointed!

encounter with one very vibrant woman in her mid-
seventies has continued to stick with her. The older
woman stood by her husband following one of the
shows and told Rachel all about their beautiful love
story Ð how they found each other forty years after they
first fell in love, and how today they still have those
strong feelings. Rachel remembers she said, Òsurround
yourself with good energy as you age, whether it be
family, friends or personally through an active lifestyle.
Live every day to itÕs absolute fullest Ð you go girl!Ó

Rachel now realizes that she must appreciate how lucky
she is to be in a career that not only fills her with joy,
but adds a little light to someone elseÕs day and, of
course, helps put a Smile on a seniorÕs face.


